
VOL. 2 (I948) BIOCHIMICA ET BIOPHY~CA ACTA 499 

BOOK REVIEWS 

B~chim~ ~ M~idecine, L. MASSART. S~fi~: Adua l i~s  M 6 ~ c ~ .  Ed. "Erasme" 

S. A., Bru~Ms, 1947, pp. 7 o. 

The endeavours of the edffors of the seNes of monographs: "AauagNs Mddicales" are to be 
applaude~ The medical man of today N not ab~ - -  even to a HmRed degree - -  to keep abreast of 
the innumerab~ important  i n v e ~ a t i o n s  and interesting resuRs in the field of biochemistry. The 
number cf communicaNons in the journaN N cve rwh~ming  e s p e ~ l y  since lhe co~clnsion 0f ~he 
war, now recent dNcove~es made in America have penetrated to the rest  of the world. 

MASSAgr ~ves  a lucid review of number of subjecN, derived from different depar tmen~ of 
b~chemNt r~  which may serve to broaden the phyN~an~ ouHook and increase hN scientific inNghL 
The author dNcusses the use of isotopes, enzymes and thNr signification for medi~ne, vitamins, vita- 
genes ~ new concepO and hormons ~spe~aHy those of the pi tu~ary ~and),  in te rmed~ry  metabMNm 
On which new concepti(ms regarding the metabMNm of cholesterol are importan 0 nutrition (little 
but in teres~n~,  while a~en~on  ~ aNo paid to the departmenN bordering upon b~chemis t r~  viz. 
h is tochemi~ry and paflm~gy. 

To physicians who wish to keep abreast in some degree of the advances in a s~enc~ destined 
to play an increasingly important  part  in thNr education and prac~c~ the lecture of thN w ~ N w r ~ e n  
boomer can be recommended. 

This ha~ also been published in a Dutch edi~on. 

E. C. NOYON$ (Am~dam) 

Les Inosgo~, by P. F~EURV ET P. BALATR~ M ~ n  and ~ e  (1947). 165 pp., 

23 x 14.5 cm, Fr. ~ - - .  

In their Introduclon the authors state "I1 nons a doric sembl6 que 1Neure 6fair venue o~ une 
monographie, p r~en t an t  un tab;eau aussi complet que po~ible de la (h im~  et  de la biochimie des 
inositols, pourrMt 8tre susceptible de rendre serv~e aux chercheurs en groupant duns un ordre ausN 
Mgique que M permet la complexit6 du probl~me lMnsemble des recherches effectu6es A l~eure 
actu~M de fa~on ~ d~gager les r~sulta~ acquN et ~ montrer en m6me temps les incertitudes et  les 
con t rad~ t~ns  qui r~gnent encore dans ce domMn". 

The authors have, in facL succeeded in producing a timMy and most valuabM c o n t r b u t ~ n  to 
the Hterature of b~N#cM chemi~ry.  This book N interesting to read, it  N ar ranged wffh a ~gical 
~ a r t y  and does emphatically indicate the complexities, uncertainties and con t radk t~ns  reigning in 
the field covered. 

There N an exhaustive bibl~graphy but no index beyond a fairly extenNve TabM of Contents. 
Pr in ter~ errors appear to be ~ w  and do not detract  ~ o m  the value of the book. 

Professors FLEVRY and BALATRE deserve hearty praise for thMr work. 

D. J. BELL ( C a m b r d ~ ,  E n ~ a n ~  
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Phys~logical PsychoNgy, G. L. FREEMAN. D. V a n  N o , r a n d  Co., Inc . ,  N e w  Y c r k ,  

M a c m ~ a n  & Co., L t d . ,  L o n d o n  1948 , 350 pp ,  D M N r  pr ice  $ 4.50, S t e r l i n g  p r i ce  25 s. n e t .  

The author  has made ~ h ~  object to Eve  a sy~emat ic  survey of the present  state of p h y s ~ -  
gical psycho~gy and Mso to make p s y c h o ~ # s ~  acquainted wKh the most  impor tan t  facts and theo- 
ries concerning the phyMo~gy of the central  nervous sy~em.  The sub jecNmat~r  has been divided 
into four partm 

In the first pa r t  a survey ~ given of the function of the nervous Mements, the receptors and 
effectorm The second pa r t  is devoted to the function of various parts  of the central  nervous sy~em, 
while in the th i rd  par t  the integrat ive activities of the central  nervous s y ~ e m  are m ~ n l y  reviewed. 
In the fourth  par t  one finds a review of the ~gnificance and the r ~ a t % n  of the c e n t r ~  nervous sytem 
to the psychic func t~ns  of man. 

Each chapter  ~ suppMmented with a small number  of re~rences  in w h ~ h  however Ang~-  
Amer~an  ar t~Ms are almost exclusively cited. 

T h ~  weH~rranged book wi!l ce r t~n ly  be of importance 1o [ s y c h M o ~ s ;  the medicM man will 
a t  best find news in the fourth Fart.  

J.  TEN CATE (Ams~rdam) 


